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‘A man called Pearse’:

Athléamh ar chonspoid Chomoéradh
an Daibhisigh i gColdiste na
Trionoide, 1914

Padraig O Siadhail

Achoimre

I Samhain 1914, agus an Cogadh Mor ar sitl, nior leomh John Pentland Mahafty, Leas-Phropast
Choldiste na Triondide, do Phadraig Mac Piarais labhairt ag coméradh speisialta in 6més do Thomas
Davis a bhi 4 eagrd ag Cumann Gaelach an choldiste. Dar le Mahaffy, nior chéir go mbeadh cead
cainte i gColdiste na Triondide ag an Phiarsach — ‘a man called Pearse’— a bhi luaite leis an theachtas
in éadan na hearcaiochta in arm na Breataine. Nuair ndr aistarraing coiste an Chumainn Ghaelaigh an
cuireadh agus nuair a d’thoilsigh sé a chomhthreagras le Mahafty san Irish Times, chuir bord Choldiste
na Trionéide an Cumann Gaelach faoi chois. Eachtra iomrditeach is ea conspéid Choméradh an
Daibhisigh 1914 a bhfuil staraithe is scribhneoiri eile i ndiaidh cioradh a dhéanamh uirthi i nGaeilge
agus i mBéarla. Go hionduil, breathnaitear uirthi tri lionsa bheatha an Phiarsaigh mar imeacht a
chaitheann solas ar an chlaochld ar phréifil phoibli an Phiarsaigh 6 ghniomhai teanga go scartnai
mileata polaititil, claochld a thiinig chun buaice le hEiri Amach na Cisca is lena bhasd. San alt
seo ina dtarraingitear ar réimse leathan foinsi 6 dbhar cartlainne go nuachtiin de chuid na linne,
meastar consp6id Choméradh an Daibhisigh as an nua. Feictear nach raibh ach mionphdirt imeallach
ag an Phiarsach inti agus gurbh iad Mahaffy agus tridr ball de choiste an Chumainn Ghaelaigh
priomhphearsana an drdma. Fad na sli, breathnaitear ar Chumann Gaelach Choldiste na Triondide i
gcomhthéacs oibrit cultdrtha is polaitiochta na linne, diritear ar choiste an Chumainn Ghaelaigh sa
bhliain 1914, agus ceistitear beaichte na gcuntas foilsithe ar an tsli gur threagair Coldiste na Triondide
do bhaill an choiste a raibh ldimh acu sa chonspéid. Le clabhstr a chur ar an aiste, tagraitear d’athbhunua
an Chumainn Ghaelaigh i bhfianaise chuinsi Gra pholaitiocht na hEireann sna 1920id{ luatha nuair a
bhi ar Choldiste na Triondide teacht chun réitigh le bunt Shaorstat Eireann.
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‘Béidh cruinnit ag Cumann Gaedhealach Choldiste
na Trionéide an 17adh 14 de'n mhi seo, ar a 8 a
chlog i gcuimhne Thomdis Ddibhis’, a d’thégair
An Claidheamh Soluis ag tis mhi na Samhna 1914.
“Tiubhraidh W.B. Yeats 6riid ar an Ddibhiseach,
agus labhrochaidh Pidraig Mac Piarais agus An
Biggearach [Francis Joseph Bigger] leis’ (1914c: 3).

Ociid thoirmiuil phoibli ba ea an chéad chruinnia
den bhliain acaduil dr ag Cumann Gaelach Choliiste
na Triondide i gcénai. Ba ghnich le reachtaire an
chumainn a léacht tionscnaimh a thabhairt agus
bhiodh afonna aitheanta i lathair lena ngaois faoin
dbhar a bhi faoi chaibidil a thabhairt uathu, le rin
buiochais a mholadh agus le tacd leis. Niorbh aon
eisceacht an cruinniG a bhi pleandilte ag coiste an
Chumainn Ghaelaigh le tds a chur leis an seisiin
1914-15 ach amhdin nach raibh an reachtaire,
Oisin Mac an lasgaire, le labhairt ann. Coméradh
speisialta a bheadh ann ar Thomas Davis, iarmhac
léinn de chuid na hollscoile agus fear a sheas don
théinitlacht pholaitidil is chultdrtha Eireannach is a
d’thégair ‘[that] Ireland must be unsaxonized before
it can be pure and strong’ (luaite ag Boyce 2003: 156),
leathchéad bliain sular chuir léacht an Chraoibhin
faoi “The Necessity for De-Anglicising Ireland’ dlus
le réabhléid pholaitiuil is chultirtha eile. An chéad
dita a bhi roghnaithe ag an Chumann Gaelach
do Choméradh an Diibhisigh nd an 14 Deireadh
Fémhair. Cuireadh siar go dti an 3 Samhain é gur
athraiodh an data aris go dti an 17 Samhain 6 tharla
gur théir an 14 sin do Yeats (TCDMA. MUN/GAEL/
SOC/1: 15 Meédn Fémhair 1914 agus 27 Deireadh
Fémbhair 1914).

Bhi bord an choldiste i ndiaidh cead a thabhairt
don Chumann Gaelach Regent House, dras maorga
os cionn gheata tosaigh an choldiste, a usdid don
trathnéna (TCDMA. MUN/V/5/21: 3 Samhain
1914, ‘Societies’). Mar chuirtéis, mar a tharlaiodh ar
6cdidi méra eile, thug coiste an Chumainn cuireadh
don Leas-Phropast John Pentland Mahafty a bheith
sa chathaoir (TCDMA. MUN/GAEL/SOC/1:
27 Deireadh Fémhair 1914). Ach nuair a chuala
Mahafty, a bhi i mbun riar an choldiste 6 fuair an
Propast Anthony Traill bas i lir Dheireadh Fémhair
1914, ainmneacha na gcainteoiri, chuir sé i gcoinne
an Phiarsaigh — ‘a man called Pearse’ — mar gheall
ar a ghniomhaiocht in éadan earcaiochta in arm na

Breataine. Ni hé amhdin gur coisceadh an Piarsach
ar labhairt i gColdiste na Triondide ach chuir bord
Choldiste na Trionéide an Cumann Gaelach faoi
chois.

Eachtra iomraiteach is ea Coméradh an Daibhisigh
1914 a bhfuil staraithe is scribhneoiri eile i ndiaidh
cioradh a dhéanambh uirthi i nGaeilge agus i mBéarla.
De ghnith, amharctar uirthi tri lionsa bheatha an
Phiarsaigh mar imeacht a chaitheann solas ar an
chlaochld ar phréifil phoiblian Phiarsaigh 6 ghniomhai
teanga go scarGnai mileata polaitidil, claochld a
thdinig chun buaice le hEiri Amach na Césca is lena
bhdsd. Nuair a d’thoilsigh Criostdir O Floinn drima
Béarla in 1980 le coméradh a dhéanamh ar bhreith
an Phiarsaigh céad bliain roimhe sin, thug sé 4 Man
called Pearse air (O’Flynn 1980). Nil i gconspdid
Chomoéradh an Didibhisigh ach mir bheag de dhrima
Ui Fhloinn a chuimsionn tréimhsi eiseamldireacha
i saol an Phiarsaigh. Ach pearsa is ea Mahafly sa
drima fosta, ni hé amhdin sa chuid sin a bhaineas le
himeachtai Shamhain 1914 ach i dtri radharc eile.
Seasann sé don ghliin Eireannach Aontachtach sin a
bhi i bhfich le hEirinn gan roinnt a choinnedil taobh
istigh den Riocht Aontaithe. Ach bhi cuis eile ann
le pdirt shuntasach a thabhairt do Mahaffy sa drima.
Béte noire do ghluaiseacht na Gaeilge ba ea ¢ 6 labhair
sé 1 gcoinne stddas a bheith ag an Ghaeilge sa chéras
mednscolajochta sa bhliain 1899. I gcodarsnacht le
r6l Mahaffy sa drdma, dfach, nil ach tricht thianach
ar Chumann Gaelach Choldiste na Trionéide ann. Ni
ainmnitear aon duine sa Chumann amhail is gur leor
teideal an chumainn chun a sheasamh is dearcadh na
mball uilig ar chdrsai na hEireann a thuigbhedil. Fia
amhdin, nuair a ainmnionn trichtairi sna foinsi eile
baill dirithe de choiste an Chumainn Ghaelaigh a bhi
pairteach in imeachtai Choméradh an Daibhisigh, ni
bhionn an t-eolas n6 an bhri a bhaintear as an eolas
cruinn né sich caolchuiseach i dtélamh.

San alt seo, cuirim romham eachtra Chomoéradh an
Daibhisigh a mheas as an nua. Feicfimid nach raibh
ach mionphdirt imeallach ag an Phiarsach inti agus
gurbh iad Mahaffy ar thaobh amhdin agus tridr ball
de choiste an Chumainn Ghaelaigh ar an taobh eile
priomhphearsana an drdma. Fad na sli, breathnéimid
ar Chumann Gaelach Choliiste na Trionédide i
gcomhthéacs oibriu cultirtha is polaitiochta na linne,
direoimid ar choiste an Chumainn Ghaelaigh sa
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bhliain 1914, agus scridéimid beaichte na gcuntas ar
ar tharla do bhaill an choiste a bhi bainteach leis an
chonspéid. Le clabhstr a chur ar an aiste, tagréimid
d’athbhunt an Chumainn Ghaelaigh i bhfianaise
chdinsi dra pholaitiocht na hEireann sna 1920idi
luatha.

Cumainn Ghaelacha na nOllscoileanna

Ba é an Cumann Gaelach i gColdiste na Triondide
an dara ceann ba shinsearai sa tir. Bhunaigh William
Porter MacArthur, fear a raibh Gaeilge mhaith aige
is a thég a chlann le Gaeilge, College Gaelic Society/
Cumann Gaedhealach an Choldiste i gColdiste na
Riona i mBéal Feirste in Eandir 1906 (Blaney 1996:
184-190). Chuir an Cumann, ar Phreispitéirigh
tromlach a mball luath, roimhe ‘to assist in the
preservation of the Irish Language and its ultimate
re-establishment as the language of the country, as
Welsh is of Wales ..." (luaite ag Blaney 1996: 185).
Mar sin, thug bunaitheoiri an Chumainn tis dite don
Ghaeilge. An cuspéir leathan a bhi ag an ‘Dublin
University Gaelic Society’ a thdinig ar an fthéd i
gColiiste na Triondide i mBealtaine 1907 (Irish 2015:
24) na ‘the promotion of the study of the Language,
Literature, Art, Archzology, and Economics of
Ireland’ (7he Dublin University Calendar, For the Year
1907-1908.Vol. 1. 1907: 58%).

Straigléir ba ea Cumann Gaelach an Choliiste
Ollscoile i mBaile Atha Cliath a fothaiodh dh4 raithe
nach moér sular thdinig an t-acht i bhfeidhm ar La
Lunasa 1908 a d’athsheol an Colaiste Ollscoile, Baile
Atha Cliath, mar chomhcholiiste de chuid Ollscoil
na hEireann. Bhi an chéad chruinnid den Chumann
ar an 25 Marta 1908 nuair a thug Tomds O Nualldin
léacht Ghaeilge dar theideal ‘An Cathrar agus an
Choitcheanntacht’ (Irish Times 1908: 5). ‘Badh
mhithid cumann da leithéid a chur ar bun i gColiiste
na nGaedheal agus a ridh go bhfuil ceann ar bun i
gColdiste na nGall-Ghaedheal le tuilleadh agus
bliadhair’, a dhearbhaigh An Claidheamh Soluis ag an
am (1908: 5).

Céimi de chuid Choldiste na Trionéide — ‘Col4iste
na nGall-Gheadheal’ — ba ea Dubhghlas de Hide,
Uachtarain Chonradh na Gaeilge sna blianta sin. Ba
dhuine é an Craoibhin, a deir Liam Mac Mathina,
a raibh ‘col’ aige ‘le gach ar bhain le Coldiste na

Trionéide, idir institivid, idé-eolaiocht agus thoireann
acaduil’ (2021: 21). Bhi de Hide i ndiaidh na scoldiri
sinsearacha, Mahafly, ar Chlasaicioch ¢, agus Robert
Atkinson, Ollamh le Focleolaiocht Chompardideach,
a aoradh go feanntach ina dhrima ddtheangach,
Pleusgadh na Bulgoide; Or the Bursting of the Bubble
(1903), mar dhioltas ar a ‘bhfianaise’ chlaonta i
geoinne stddas na Gaeilge sa chéras mednscolaiochta
sa bhliain 1899. Is ar éigean a cheil ainmneacha na
bpearsan ‘Mac Eathfaidh’agus ‘Mac hAitcinn’ cé a bhi
i geeist (Hyde 1903). Agus Anthony Traill —‘Mac Ui
Triill’'i ndrima de Hide — ina Phropast ar Choldiste
na Trionéide 6 1904, tugadh aitheantas ur don Léann
Ceilteach sa cholaiste tri bliana ina dhiaidh sin nuair
a ceapadh E.J. Gwynn, scoldire Sean-Ghaeilge, i
gcathaoir nua sna teangacha Ceilteacha (Irish 2015:
24). Faoi mar a ghlac de Hide, Ollamh le Gaeilge
sa Choldiste Ollscoile, leis an phost oinigh mar
Uachtarin Chumann Gaelach an Choliiste Ollscoile,
bhi Gywnn ina Uachtarin ar Chumann Gaelach
Choldiste na Triondide (Zhe Dublin University
Calendar, For the Year 1907-1908. Vol. 1. 1907: 58%).
An bhliain dédr gcionn, 1908, ghabh Mahafly, a bhi
ina Leas-Phropast faoin am sin, a leithscéal as a
sheasamh san aighneas faoin Ghaeilge sa choras
mednscolaiochta (Irish 2015: 25). Agus dit ar thacaigh
an Propast Traill le least ar an Bhille um Féinrialtas sa
bhliain 1912, least a chiallédh nach mbeadh dlinse ag
aon rialtas in Eirinn ar Cholaiste na Trionéide, chuir
Mabhafty ina éadan (Stanford & McDowell 1971:
219-220). M4 bhi leideanna ann go raibh maold ar an
naimhdeas a bhi ag go leor daoine i ngluaiseacht na
Gaeilge le Coliiste na Trionéide, b'ann don ambhras i
gcoénai faoina thiomanta is a bhi an ollscoil do chuis
na teanga né cé chomh badil is a bhi si 1éi. Mar an
gcéanna, bhi gniomhaithe i ngluaiseacht na Gaeilge
idir dha chombhairle faoi éifeacht an Chumainn
Ghaelaigh san institigid sin. Sa bhliain 1910, mhaigh
An Claidheamb Soluis:

'The Gaelic Society of Trinity has done much good
by continually asserting the claims of our Gaelic
civilisation. It is still a small body, but the “heather”
may take fire any day. When it does the Revival will
double its rate of progress. (1910: 7)
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Bliain ina dhiaidh sin, dhearbhaigh trichtaire sa
nuachtin céanna faoin Chumann Gaelach: ‘Ni méran
gleo a ghnios an Cumann so ...” (Caor 1911: 3). Bhi
Gaeilge ag Charles Power — né Cathal Paor mar a
thugadh sé air féin fosta — a bhi ina reachtaire sa
bhliain 1912-13. Chléraigh John Nelson Beaumont
— Sedn Beaumont — fear a bhi crochta le ciis na
Gaeilge i rith a shaoil, sa Chumann Gaelach in 1912
(TCDMA. MUN/GAEL/SOC/2: 19 Sambhain
1912). Ach nior chuidigh sé le hiomhd phoibli an
Chumainn i measc phobal Gaeilge Bhaile Atha
Cliath go mbiodh a phriomhimeachtai i mBéarla.
Le cothrom na Féinne a thabhairt don Chumann
Gaelach, afach, caithfear a aithint gur chuir sé roimhe
6n tis nios mé nd an Ghaeilge a shaothru.

Ar an taobh theas d’Fhaiche Stiabhna, ba chumann
beoga ¢ Cumann Gaelach an Choldiste Ollscoile. Bhi
dhd dbhar mhaite aige a dhealaigh 6 Chumann Gaelach
Choliiste na Trionoéide é. Bhiodh na himeachtai ar
fad i nGaeilge: bthiric i sin a gcuireadh tuairisci ar
an chumann sna nuachtdin Bhéarla sonrd inti én
chéad chruinnid sin i Mérta 1908 ar aghaidh (Irish
Times 1908: 5; Irish Independent 1912: 4; Freeman’s
Journal 1913a: 10). Agus bhi rél gniomhach ag mna,
a raibh cead acu freastal ar an Choldiste Ollscoile
6n tus, sa Chumann Gaelach. Bhi inionacha 1éinn 1
gColiiste na Trionéide 6n bhliain 1904 ach thoirmisc
an coldiste orthu pdirt iomldn a imirt i saol séisialta is
cultirtha an champais. Bhi a gcumann diospéireachta
téin, “The Dublin University Elizabethan Society’
(1905), ag na hinionacha léinn. Ach nior ceadaiodh do
‘Lizzie[s], mar a thug mic léinn dirithe sa choldiste ar
na hinionacha 1éinn ar bhonn cinedlach, a bheith ina
mbaill de chumainn ar nés an Chumainn Ghaelaigh
nd freastal ar na himeachtai (7.C.D.: A4 College
Miscellany 1914d: 153). San Fhémhar 1912, phléigh
coiste an Chumainn Ghaelaigh sin ar chéir bean a
bheith mar chainteoir acu (TCDMA. MUN/GAEL/
SOC/1: 1 Deireadh Fémhair [1912]). Chuaigh
Cathal Paor agus Robert Hannay, ball eile den
choiste, le labhairt le E.J. Gywnn. An toradh a bhi ar
an chomhrd — agus ba ag Gwynn a bhi an focal scoir
— na: “They decided that no woman speaker be asked
to speak at the opening meeting’ (TCDMA. MUN/
GAEL/SOC/1: 21 Deireadh Fémhair 1912). Nuair a
d’oscail an Paorach an séu seisiin den Chumann i mi

na Samhna 1912 lena léacht “The Ireland of To-day,’

tégraiodh: ‘By permission of the Board, ladies may
attend the meeting ..." (Freeman’s Journal 1912c: 8).

Réamhscéalta 19137

Luann trichtairi dirithe dhd eachtra a tharla, a deirtear,
in 1913 le cdlra agus comhthéacs Choméradh an
Diibhisigh a mhinia. Ba é ‘A Panacea for Irish Ills,
léacht leis an reachtaire, Joseph W. Bigger — nia
le Francis Bigger — a bhain an ceann den seachtd
seisiin de Chumann Gaelach Choldiste na Trionéide
ar an 18 Samhain 1913. Ar na priomhaionna bhi
Arthur Griffith, ndisiinai mér le rd, agus an Captaen
Jack White, D.S.O. (Freeman’s Journal 1913b: 4).
Tarshaighditir in Arm na Breataine i gCogadh na
mBérach abhii White. Faoi Shamhain 1913, dfach, ba
ghniomhai ceardchumainn € le linn an Fhrithdhinta
a bhi ar sial i mBaile Atha Cliath agus bhi sé ar
bhunaitheoiri an Irish Citizens’ Army. Ni théadfadh
coiste an Chumainn Ghaelaigh gan fios a bheith acu
go dtrichtfadh White ar an Fhrithdhinadh. Chuir
siad fiilte roimh a leithéid, ma ghlactar le breith
Tomis Irish ar an Chumann Gaelach:

Unsurprisingly, it was the college Gaelic Society
that became the hub for lockout-related agitation.
'The society was founded by students primarily as a
Trinity outpost for the Gaelic Revival, and as such
it stood out in comparison to its more conservative
fellow societies. It tended to attract radicals of all
persuasions, be they advanced nationalists or those
sympathetic to the cause of labour. (2015: 68)

Trithuil go leor, chior an Cumann Gaelach sa
Choldiste Ollscoile cearta oibre ag diospéireacht
i mi na Nollag 1913 (Evening Herald 1913c: 5).
B’théidir nér tarraingiodh aird ddardis na hollscoile
sin n6é aird na medn uirthi as siocair nach raibh a
dhath conspéideach né radacach ag baint leis an
diospéireacht sin. N6 b’théidir ndr cuireadh sonrd inti
toisc go raibh si i nGaeilge.

Ni raibh a dhath radacach i léacht Bigger i
gColiiste na Triondide i Samhain 1913 (Freeman’s
Journal 1913c¢: 8). Ach labhair White ag an deireadh.
Is éard a bhi ina chaint ‘a most unorthodox speech for
a gentleman who should be a sound Unionist, if not
an Orangeman’, mar a scriobh trachtaire sa Freeman'’s
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Journal (1913d: 8). Luaigh White an Frithdhanadh
agus liomhainti faoi iompar na bpéas nuair a gabhadh
an ceardchumannai, James Larkin. Ba mhoér idir rdite
seanchaite Bigger ‘that the tongue in which Ossian
sang and Patrick taught should not be a mere name
to the Irish of to-day (applause)’ (Freeman’s Journal
1913c: 8), agus caint theasai White faoi chonspéidi
is faoi chaismirti an lae sna srdideanna taobh amuigh
de mhurtha Choldiste na Triondide. Sa chaint sin,
d’ditigh White ar na mic léinn ‘to raise again the flag
of the Irish Volunteers (loud applause)’ (Freeman’s
Journal 1913c: 8): Oglaigh Grattan sna 1780idi a
bhi 4 mhaiomh aige. Ina theannta sin, thug White
cuireadh d4 raibh i lathair freastal ar chruinniu eile
an oiche dir gcionn le leandint den phlé ar chirsai
an Fhrithdhinta. Nuair a chuala an Propast Traill
faoin phlean sin, agus ¢ den tuairim go mbainfeadh
an cruinnid nua le ceist an Fhéinrialtais, dhearbhaigh
sé 1 bhfégra a crochadh sa choldiste go gcaillfeadh mic
léinn a d’threastalédh ar an chruinnid sin aon seomrai
a bhi acu sa choldiste (Freeman’s Journal 1913d: 8).
Bhi an Propast ina dbhar fonéide ni hé amhdin mar
gheall ar a mheancég ach as siocair narbh théidir leis
a dhath a dhéanamh le cinntid nach ndeachaigh mic
léinn 6 Choldiste na Triondide chuig an chruinnit.
“There’s the rub. And consequently the Provost has
made himself ridiculous and absurd by putting up a
notice at which all resident students of the College
are laughing’, a scriobh duine gan ainm sa Freeman'’s
Journal (1913d: 8).

Isfitamharcarandeir Tomds Irish faoin toradh abhi
ar eachtra White ar stidas an Chumainn Ghaelaigh,
agus ar an tionchar a bhi ag ctrsai i Samhain 1913 ar
threagairt Gdardis an cholaiste bliain ni ba dhéanai:

'The [White] incident brought the Gaelic Society

to the forefront of college life for the first time; its
meetings were given extensive press coverage and
the board began trying to control its activities. The
result was that a year later, when a similar situation
unfolded, the society would, in the eyes of the board,
get no second chance. (2015: 70)

Ach nil a thios agam cé chomh cruinn is atd cuntas
is breith Irish. Bhi an Cumann Gaelach i ndiaidh
cuireadh a thabhairt don Chaptaen White freastal ar
léacht Bigger agus thuigfi go mbéarfadh sé ar an fhaill

labhairt faoi imeachtai a bhi i mbéal an phobail taobh
amuigh den choldiste. Thug an Cumann ardin do
White, ach ni raibh siad freagrach as a raibh rdite aige.
Anuas air sin, ni raibh baint oifigitil ag an Chumann
le cruinnit White an 14 dir gcionn nuair a rinne an
Propast Traill ceap magaidh de féin. Tharla go raibh
bord Choldiste na Trionéide i ndiaidh Regent House
a chur ar fdil do Choméradh an Didibhisigh, ni follas
go raibh sé sich buartha faoin Chumann Gaelach
lena imeachtai a smachtd.

B’in an chéad eachtra. Trichtairi Gaeilge amhdin a
thagair don dara heachtra, go bhfios dom. I gcuntas
le B. Ni Mh — Brighid Ni Mhaoileoin, ball den
Chumann Gaelach sna 1940idi luatha — in Combar
sa bhliain 1942, scriobh si gur:

... chuala an Provost [Traill] go raibh James
Stephens chun labhairt leis an gCumann. Shil

sé gurbh ¢ an Finin a bhi i gceist. Mhinigh an
Reachtaire, Cathal de Paor, dhé go raibh an Finin
marbh le roinnt bhliadhain, agus gurbh ¢ James
Stephens, file, a bhi i gceist. D’iarr an Provost air an
méid sin a thégairt don phobul, agus do sheél Cathal

tégra go dti na nuachtiin:

“...James Stephens ... is not a Fenian, has never
been in prison, has never attempted to create a

revolution.
BY ORDER OF THE PROVOST?”. (1942: 2)

O shin t4 Cian O hEigeartaigh — mac Bhrighid
Ni Mhaoileoin agus reachtaire Chumann Gaelach
Choldiste na Trionéide sa bhliain 1965 — agus
Ristedrd O Glaisne faoi seach tar éis an scéal seo a
athinsint (O hEigeartaigh [sic] 1965: 9; O Glaisne
1992: 56). Is scéal bred barruil é — agus costlachtai
airithe idir an tsli a ndearna an Propast Traill staicin
diféise de féin go poibli sa da eachtra, de réir cheart an
bhéaloidis, b’fhéidir. Mar ni fios ar tharla an scéal mar
a d’insiti é. Sa d4 bhliain idir 1912 agus 1914 a chaith
an Paorach is a chomharba, Bigger, ina reachtairi,
nior thug James Stephens, udar The Crock of Gold
(1912), caint sa Chumann Gaelach. Ach thug ball den
Chumann, R.M.S. Pearsall, caint ar an scribhneoir sin
agus ar a shaothar i Samhain 1913 (Evening Herald
1913b: 2). Ni chiallaionn sé sin nir chuir 4bhar na
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léachta (seachas ainm an léachtéra) mearbhall ar
an Phropast céir. Ach dd mba rud é gur seoladh an
tégra thuas chuig na nuachtdin, ni hé sin le rd gur
toilsiodh é — pé scéal ¢, nior éirigh liom teacht air sna
nuachtdin. Ina theannta sin, nior thriacht Cathal Paor
ar an eachtra ina raiteas do Bhiuré na Staire Mileata,
rditeas inar thagair sé do Choméradh an Daibhisigh
(BMH. WS420. Wyse Power: 1).

Mar sin, nil fianaise ldidir ann go raibh bord
Choldiste na Trionéide ag coinnedil suil ar an
Chumann Gaelach mar thoradh ar chaint an
Chaptaein White. Agus td éiginnteacht ann, dar
liom, faoi tudaracht na heachtra eile faoi James
Stephens. Diomailt ama is ea { dirid ar Shamhain
1913 barraiocht. Is é an comhthéacs comhaimseartha
polaititil bliain ina dhiaidh sin, i Samhain 1914, is
glinne a mhinionn cinneadh an Leas-Phropaist
Mahafty gan ligean don Phiarsach labhairt ag
Coméradh an Didibhisigh. Bhi an Cogadh Moér
tosaithe. Bhi mic léinn de chuid an choldiste i ndiaidh
dul isteach in Arm na Breataine cheana. Ainmniodh
an chéad mhac léinn 6n choldiste a bhi i ndiaidh bas
a thail sa chogadh ag tis mhi na Samhna (Stanford
& McDowell 1971: 222). Di gceadédh Mahafly
don Phiarsach labhairt ag moérécdid phoibli an
Chomortha, ni hé amhdin go dtabharfai le fios go
poibli go raibh an Ollscoil midhilis d’Impireacht na
Breataine Moire, ach bheadh si ag loiceadh ar mhic
léinn Choldiste na Trionoide a bhi i ndiaidh dul san
arm cheana is ag smald chuimhne an mhairbh, agus
bheadh sé ag loiceadh ar a chlann mhac féin: bhi ar
a laghad duine acu san arm (Stanford & McDowell
1971: 233; Irish 2015: 99). Ba chéir gan cead cainte
a thabhairt don Phiarsach trid an chuireadh a bhi
tugtha ag an Chumann Gaelach d¢6 a aistarraingt, da
bharr.

Radacaigh?

Mhaigh Tomds Irish thuas gur mheall Cumann
Gaelach Choldiste na Triondide chuige ‘radicals of
all persuasions’. Ni miste amharc ar bhaill an choiste
téachaint an féidir linn na radacaigh sin a aimsia
— n6 féachaint an raibh aon radacaigh ann in aon
chor. I Meitheamh 1914, fégraiodh oifigigh agus na
gndthbhaill choiste — né ‘comhdhail’ mar a tugadh
ar an choiste — don bhliain acaduil 1914-15. Ar

na hoifigigh, ba ¢ Oisin Mac an lasgaire — Oswald
Garrow Fisher (Mod.), B.A. — an Reachtaire;
Sedn Beaumont an Spardnai; na Scriobhaithe nd K.
O’Dufly, B.A., agus E.H. Powell; agus ba é Leonard
Abrahamson an Coimeddai Leabhar. Na baill den
Chomhdhidil nd J.W. Bigger, Cathal Paor, Robert
Hannay (Sen. Mod., B.A.), RM.S. Pearsall, C.W.
Glen, agus Victor M’Mahon (An Claidheambh Soluis
1914b: 2; Irish Times 1914a: 5).

Coiste mér a bhi ann. Bhi tridr iar-reachtairi
ann: Hannay (1911-12), Paor (1912-1913), agus
Bigger (1913-14). Ba iadsan agus Mac an Iasgaire an
ceathrar sinsearach. Bhi an bhunchéim criochnaithe
ag Hannay (Irish Independent 1913a: 6), ag Paor agus
ag Mac an Iasgaire cheana: bronnadh an chéim ar an
bheirt acu ag an 6cdid chéanna i mi na Nollag 1913
(Irish Independent 1913b: 6). Ni raibh Paor nd Hannay
cléraithe i gColdiste na Triondide a thuilleadh, ach
mhair a gceangal lena seaninstitidid go féill mar,
de réir rialacha an Chumainn Ghaelaigh, ‘Ordinary
Membership is open to Students and Graduates
under M. A. standing’ (7he Dublin University Calendar,
For the Year 1914-1915. Vol. 1. 1914: 63*). Mhaigh an
Paorach faoin Chumann Gaelach: ‘... after I had taken
my degree I continued to be interested in it’ (BMH.
WS5420. Wyse Power: 1). Tar éis do O’Dufly éiri as
an choiste sa samhradh 1914, ceapadh Beaumont sa
phost mar ‘Record Secretary’go dti an chéad chruinnia

cinn bhliana eile (TCDMA. MUN/GAEL/SOC/1:
15 Mein Fémhair 1914). Dila Beaumont, ba bhall
s6isearach den choiste Abrahamson fosta: ba ag an am
céanna a thosaigh siad i gColdiste na Triondide san
Fhémhar 1912. Agus muide ag amharc ar an dinimic
sa choiste, feictear nach raibh ach gripa beag acu
gniomhach. Gan dearmad a dhéanamh ar bhunfthiric
amhdin — b’thir 6ga iad sin uilig; ba é Abrahamson
an té ab 6ige agus gan ¢ ach 18 mbliana d’aois — ni
miste peannphortrdidi a tharraingt de na baill sin a
bhaineas le hdbhar.

Fear 6 theaghlach Eaglais na hEireann i bPort
Liirge ba ea Oswald Garrow Fisher. Bhi a athair,
Harry Fisher, ina eagarthéir ar an Galway Express.
Nuachtin Aontachtach ba ea € sin sa bhliain 1914
gur cheannaigh ndisiinai ¢ seal ina dhiaidh sin.
B’thoilseachin € ansin, arsa Colm O Gaora, ‘a rinne a
chion féin ar son na saoirse’ (2008: 234). Ach le linn
do Harry Fisher a bheith i mbun an nuachtiin, chuir
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a mhac spéis sa chultir Gaelach. Ba da théinidlacht
ur a ainm Gaeilge: thastdil Oswald Garrow Fisher
‘Oscar’is ‘Osbhdld Mac an Iasgaire’ sular tharraing sé
chuige an leagan ‘Oisin Mac an lasgaire’ (O Glaisne
1992:57, TCDMA.MUN/GAEL/SOC/2: 2 Nollaig
1913). De réir cuntais a raibh pas dibhéile agus tréan
grinn ann in 7.C.D.: A College Miscellany, nuachtin
na mac léinn, nuair a toghadh Mac an lasgaire ina
reachtaire ar an Chumann Gaelach, bhi cld nach beag
air mar mhac léinn ilteangach ilddnach:

We would, however, speak of Mr. Fisher, above all
else, as an Irish scholar, for it is as such that he is
chiefly known to members of this University. The
causes of his celebrity as a student of all things Irish
are not far to seek: no member of the Elizabethan
can enter the rooms of her Society at 10 a.m. or
leave them at 6 p.m., uncheered by the dulcet strains
of Mr. Fisher’s Irish harp; no diner at the Bachelors’
table can sit in proximity to Mr. Fisher without
being given a cordial invitation to next Saturday’s
Ceilidh; and Mr. Fisher, when elated by the fumes
of lemonade, has even on occasions broken so far
through his natural modesty as to give a recitation
in Irish. Gifted with so great an enthusiasm for his
subject, it is little wonder that he has been awarded

the Bedell and other prizes in Irish.

Even his recreations have a bearing on his favourite
theme. His long vacations are spent among the Irish
speakers of the Arran [sic] Islands, and his shorter
periods of leisure are interspersed with visits to the
historical monuments of Ireland. All roads lead to

Erin. (1914b: 121-122)

Agus é ag tréaslu a ghradaim dir do Mhac an lasgaire,
mhol TC.D.: A College Miscellany an Cumann
Gaelach as ‘having at last secured an “Auditor” who
can “speak” Gaelic’ (1914b: 122). Ni fada siar a théann
an chuimhne ag iris de chuid na mac léinn: bhi
Gaeilge ar a thoil ag an seanreachtaire, Cathal Paor.
B’ann do dhd phointe spéisitla eile faoi Mhac an
Iasgaire. Sa samhradh 1914, nuair a d’théach lucht
tacaiochta John Redmond le greim a thdil ar na
hOglaigh, bhi Mac an lasgaire i ndiaidh dul isteach
sna hOglaigh, rud nach raibh ina rin i measc a
chomhscoldiri. ‘Mr. O.G.F’s recent enrolment in the

Irish Volunteers will, we feel sure, induce at least half
the College to follow his lead’, arsa 7C.D.: A College
Miscellany go hdibhéalta maguil i Meitheamh 1914
(1914a: 104). Agus faoin am ar thosaigh téarma Mhic
an lasgaire mar reachtaire, bhi sé ag gabhdil leis an
diagacht i gColdiste na Triondide.

Gnithbhaill den choiste ba ea Robert Hannay agus
Cathal Paor,ach mar gheall ar a stidas mar chéimithe s
mar iar-reachtairi,bhi seasamh maith acu sa Chumann.
Ba mhac le James Owen Hannay né ‘George A.
Birmingham', ministir in Eaglais na hEireann agus
urscéalai, ¢ Robert Hannay. Mir chonspéideach de
stair Chonradh na Gaeilge sna blianta 1906-7 ba ea
liomhainti faoin seicteachas sa Chonradh i Maigh Eo.
Thug an sagart pardiste i gCathair na Mart, a chreid
go raibh sagart santach in drscéal le Hannay bunaithe
airsean, iarraidh ar bhaghcat a eagri ina éadan ag am
nuair a bhi an ministir ar Choiste Gné an Chonartha.
D¥¢irigh Hannay as an Choiste Gné agus é den
tuairim ndr thacaigh an Coiste Gné go laidir leis, ach
d’than sé ina ghnathbhall de Chonradh na Gaeilge
(Birmingham 1934: 162-163; French 1966: 41-50).

Tar éis don Reachtaire Robert Hannay seisitin ur
an Chumainn Ghaelaigh a oscailt ar 21 Sambhain
1911 lena léacht, “Irinity College and Ireland’, mhol
Caor in An Claidheamh Soluis an léachtéir: ‘Duine
tuigsionach gustalach ¢é, agus Gaedheal go smior’
(Caor 1911: 3). De réir Caor, a raibh nétai breactha
aige faoin léacht, lig Hannay lena ais go raibh dul chun
cinn i gColdiste na Trionéide maidir leis an Léann
Ceilteach, is teagasc na Gaeilge mar chuid de sin. Ach
chdin sé Coldiste na Trionéide as gan ollamh a bheith
ann le stair na hEireann a mhudineadh. Mar thoradh ar
an dea-phoibliocht a bhi tuillte aige, thug Sinn Féin
cuireadh do Robert Hannay labhairt faoi ‘Ulster and
Home Rule’ag cruinnit i mBaile Atha Cliath i Miérta
1912 (Freeman’s Journal 1912a: 4). Thosaigh Hannay
ag obair mar iriseoir ar thoireann eagarthéireachta an
Irish Times tar éis d6 Coldiste na Triondide a thagiil
sa bhliain 1913 (Wicklow News-Letter 1915: 5; Irish
Times 1915: 9). Ina chuimhni cinn, thagair George
A. Birmingham do dhualgais a mhic in oifigi an
nuachtdin, ‘where he wrote minor leading articles on
pre-historic skulls, colour photography and kindred
subjects of interest at the moment, about which the
Irish Unionists might be supposed to be seeking
information’ (Birmingham 1934: 196).
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Fear ilainmneach ba ea an Paorach: Cathal Paor
... Charles Power ...
agus Charles Wyse Power 14 nib thaide anonn. Ba

... Charles Stewart Power

dhuine € a raibh an mianach ceart radacach ann 6
thaobh culra de. Gniomhaithe fordsacha ndisiinacha
6 aimsir Parnell i leith ba ea a thuismitheoiri mar is
léir 6 bheathaisnéis a mhathar (O’Neill 1991). Bhi
Jennie Wyse Power bainteach le Conradh Talin na
mBan, leis an fheachtas le haghaidh cheart vétala na
mban ina dhiaidh sin, agus, in Aibredn 1914, bhi si
ar bhunaitheoiri Chumann na mBan. Bhi limh ag
John Wyse Power i mbunt Chumann Luthchleas
Gael in 1884 agus b'thada baint aige le gluaiseacht na
Gaeilge 6 Chumann Buan-Choimeddta na Gaeilge
go Conradh na Gaeilge. Ar ndéigh, bhi mac na
lantine, Charles Stewart, muinnithe as Parnell. Bhi
Cathal Paor gniomhach i saol na Gaeilge as a dige.
Ghlac sé pairt sa léirit ar Deirdre, drima fada Gaeilge
le Tomis O Ceallaigh, a stditsigh an bhuion The
Theatre of Ireland sa Rotunda i mi na Samhna 1909
(Freeman’s Journal 1909b: 8). Ba bhall de Chraobh
an Chéitinnigh é. Ghnéthaigh sé duaiseanna ag Feis
Bhaile Atha Cliath, agus ceann ‘for the best speaker
between 14 and 18 years of age’sa bhliain 1909, agus
ceann eile do shaothar staire i nGaeilge in 1910, orthu
(Freeman’s Journal 1909a: 2; Freeman’s Journal 1910:
5).Bhi sé ar an choiste de chuid Chonradh na Gaeilge
a redchtdil “The Gaelic Carnival’ né ‘An Sugradh
Gaedheal’ — moréciid luthchleasaiochta ar fhaiche
spoirt Bhéthar Mhic Sheoin, dit a bhfuil Pairc an
Chrécaigh anois, sa samhradh 1912 (Freeman'’s Journal
1912b: 11). Bhain an Paorach duais i gcomértas faoi
logainmneacha ag Oireachtas 1912 (O Suilleabhain
1984: 180). Timpeall an ama ar chriochnaigh sé an
bhunchéim i gColdiste na Triondide, glacadh le
‘Charles Stewart Power’ mar abhcéide san Fhéomhar
1913 (Evening Herald 1913a: 2).

Sloinne aitheanta ba ea ‘Bigger’ né ‘AN
BIGEARACH’, mar a thug An Claidheamh Soluis
ar reachtaire an Chumainn Ghaelaigh ag tis na
bliana acadula 1913-14 (1913: 3). Béal Feirsteach
a bhi i Joseph Warwick Bigger (1891-1951) a bhi
ag déanambh staidéir ar an leigheas. Mac le Edward
Coey Bigger — Ridire de chuid na hlmpireachta is
Seanadoir de chuid an tSaorstdit ina dhiaidh sin — ba
ea é (Irish Press 1951: 7). Uncail le ].W. Bigger ba ea

Francis Joseph Bigger, pearsa mhor i saol cultirtha na

hEireann ag an am a bhi le labhairt ag Coméradh an
Daibhisigh.

D’inseodh an aimsir gurbh é Sein Beaumont, fear
6g Preispitéireach 6 Mhaigh Eo, an ball den choiste
a mbeadh dilseacht shaoil aige don Ghaeilge (ainm.
ie). Ach sa bhliain 1914, ni raibh sé ach ag tosd ar
a chuid oibre ar son na teanga. Ainneoin gur bhall
measartha séisearach den Chumann Gaelach é go
t6ill, bhi diongbhiilteacht agus miotal ann agus, rud
a chruthédh imeachtai na Samhna i gColdiste na
Trionéide, bhi muinin ag na baill shinsearacha as.

Gitdach ba ea Leonard Abrahamson a tégadh
san Jur i gContae an Duin. D’threastail sé ar scoil na
mBriithre Criostai sa bhaile mor, dit ar thoghlaim sé
an Ghaeilge. I samhradh 1912, tamall sular imigh sé
chuig Coliiste na Triondide, d’thoilsigh Abrahamson
dhd phiosa in An Claidheamh Soluis: alt Gaeilge ag
moladh na mBriithre Criostai as oideachas den
scoth a chur air (Mac Abram 1912: 9); agus litir i
mBéarla ag moladh go gcaithfeadh cainteoiri Gaeilge
comhartha a ligfeadh déibh a gcomhchainteoiri a
aithint (Abrahamson 1912: 10). Ba ag an am céanna
a chldraigh Sein Beaumont agus Abrahamson sa

Chumann Gaelach (TCDMA. MUN/GAEL/
SOC/2: 19 Samhain 1912). Lean Abrahamson d4
staidéar ar an Ghaeilge i gColdiste na Trionéide. I
Mirta 1914,ba é ionadai Chumann Gaelach Choldiste
na Triondide sa chéad diospéireacht idirollscoile
Ghaeilge a redchtdil Cumann Gaelach an Choldiste
Ollscoile é (An Claidheamh Soluis 1914a: 2).

Ba iad sin na daoine gniomhacha né sinsearacha
ar an choiste nuair a scriobh Mahaffy chuig Cathal
Paor ar an 10 Samhain, seachtain roimh Choméradh
an Ddibhisigh, 4 rd nach ligfeadh sé don Phiarsach,
‘a declared supporter of the anti-recruiting agitation,
labhairt sa choldiste. ‘Why do you put me to this
unpleasant necessity!” a d’thégair Mahafty. Chuaigh
Oisin Mac an lasgaire le labhairt le Mahaffy ach
ni raibh an Leas-Phropast sista a aigne a athra.
Mhalartaigh Mahafty is an Paorach a thuilleadh
litreacha ar a chéile gur threagair Paor thar ceann
an choiste, ‘declining to alter their arrangements for
the meeting or to investigate the individual opinions
of speakers’ (Freeman’s Journal 1914a: 6). Ba ag an
phointe sin ar an 12 Samhain a tharraing Mahafty
siar cead an cruinnid a bheith ar sitl sa choldiste
agus gur shocraigh an coiste ar an chomhthreagras
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a phoiblia. D’thoilsigh an Irish Times é ar an 14
Sambhain, ainneoin gur fdgadh dbhar le Mahaffy ar lar
tri thaisme (1914c: 8; 1914d: 7).

Is diol suime miontuairisci an Chumainn Ghaelaigh
don tseachtain sin i Samhain 1914. I mBéarla a bhi
siad. Thaispedin siad go raibh baill den choiste i
ndiaidh teacht le chéile gach 14 6n 10 Samhain go dti

an 13 Samhain. Deir Tomas Irish:

All of this activity was recorded not in the usual
society minute-book, but on a separate sheet of
paper — the reverse of an anti-recruitment flyer
published by Sinn Féin. The society’s decision to
record the events on the back of this flyer — which
was then carefully pasted into the minute-book —
was subtly subversive. (2015: 168)

D’théadfadh cuis phraiticidil an modh oibre seo a
mhinia: ni raibh fail ar Leabhar na Miontuairisci ag
an am agus ni raibh deis ag an choiste na miontuairisci
a aistrid chuig an Leabhar oifigitil. Ach cinnte, nior
dheacair a shamhld go geuirfeadh alt gearr deireanach
na bileoige olc ar an bhord d4 mbeadh radharc acu air:
‘Keep out of the British Navy, Army, and the Royal
Irish Constabulary. Advise your friends to do so and
pass this around’ (TCDMA. MUN/GAEL/SOC/1:
10 Samhain 1914). Ach is tibhachtai féachaint ar a
raibh i ldthair ag na cruinnithe coiste sin, dar liom.
Cuireann an leagan amach atd ar an 4bhar limhscriofa
le castacht an scéil: nil ann ach an t-aon alt fada
amhdin. Deirtear, ar an 10 Samhain, nach raibh ach
tridr i lathair, Mac an lasgaire, Beaumont agus an
Paorach. Toghadh Paor mar Runai Comhthreagrais
agus iarradh air scriobh chuig Mahaffy: niorbh
oifigeach de chuid an Chumainn an Paorach roimhe
sin; gndthbhall den choiste a bhi ann. Ach ainneoin

nach minionn sé ¢4 raibh E.H. Powell, an ‘Scriobhthai’

eile, tar éis do O’Dufly éiri as an choiste sa samhradh,
tuigimid anois cén fath a raibh Paor agus Mahaffy
ag scriobh chuig a chéile. Bhi feidhm phraiticitil
ann ligean don Phaorach na litreacha a shinia: ba
eisean an t-dbhar abhcdide agus niorbh fhéidir leis
an ollscoil pionds a ghearradh air, murarbh ionann is
an fochéimi Beaumont. Nior ainmniodh gach duine a
bhi i lithair ag na cruinnithe eile. De réir costlachta,
afach, ni raibh ach an tritr céanna — Mac an Iasgaire,
an Paorach agus Beaumont — ag an chruinnid ar an

11 Sambhain agus cuireadh Paor ‘to consult Mr. Bigger
who was unable to attend owing to illness’(TCDMA.
MUN/GAEL/SOC/1: 11 Samhain 1914).

Ag an chruinnit, Déardaoin, an 12 Samhain, agus
an chuma ar an scéal nach raibh i lathair i dtosach ach
Mac an lasgaire, an Paorach agus Beaumont, 1éigh
an Runai Comhfhreagrais nua an litir 6 Mahaffy a
mhaigh nach mbeadh cead acu an coméradh a bheith
acu i gColdiste na Triondide. De réir na miontuairisci,
‘At this time, Librarian [Abrahamson] attended’.
Ansin, iarradh ar an Phaorach freagra a chur chuig
Mahafly is an comhfhreagras uilig a sheoladh chuig
na nuachtdin. Chuir Paor roimhe a fhdil amach an
mbeadh Yeats sista a bheith i lithair d4 mbeadh an
tiondl ar sitl taobh amuigh de Choldiste na Triondide.
Ina theannta sin: ‘Sent to consult [Diarmuid] Coffey’
(TCDMA. MUN/GAEL/SOC/1: 12 Sambhain
1914). Faoin am ar chruinnigh an coiste — an tridr
céanna aris, de réir dealraimh — le chéile ar Aoine,
an 13 Sambhain, tuairisciodh: ‘Yeats would speak.
Abrahamson resigned. Power consulted Hannay, and,
went to see Mr. Pearse. Yeats written to. Went to find
out about A.C.R. Decided to hold meeting in A.C.R.
Other arrangements unchanged. Meeting adjourned’
(TCDMA. MUN/GAEL/SOC/1: 13 Sambhain
1914). Fagadh an iontrdil seo uilig gan sinid. Thdinig
an coiste le chéile aris uair amhdin ar a laghad — ach
td cuis mhaith ann nach mbeadh cuntas air sin sna
miontuairisci céanna, mar a ftheicfimid.

De réir na fianaise, bhi Mac an Iasgaire, an Paorach
agus Beaumont i ldr an aicsin, beag beann ar fhormhoér
bhaill an choiste. Ina theannta sin, bhi siad i ndiaidh
labhairt le beirt iar-reachtairi a bhi ar an choiste go
t6ill, Hannay agus Bigger. Ni hé amhdin sin ach
chuaigh siad i nddil chombhairle le Diarmuid Coffey,
iar-reachtaire eile 6n bhliain 1910-11 (Zhe Dublin
Uniwversity Calendar, For the Year 1910-1911. Vol. 1.
1910: 59%). Bhi meas acu airsean: bhi an Cumann
Gaelach direach i ndiaidh ball oinigh a dhéanamh de
Coftey an samhradh sin (TCDMA. MUN/GAEL/
SOC/2: 9 Meitheamh 1914). Oglach ba ea Coftey a
bhi ceangailte le foireann cheanncheathri na n()glach
agus a raibh cuid de shamhradh 1914 caite aige ar
Kelpie, luamh Conor O’Brien agus iad ag tabhairt
lucht raidhfili isteach le haghaidh na nOgIach (BMH.
WS1248. Coffey: 1-4).

Padraig O Siadhail

http://dx.doi.org/10.18669/ct.2022.05



COMHARTaighde | EAGRAN 8 | Samhain 2022

Agus cad faoi Leonard Abrahamson a d¢irigh as an
choiste i rith na seachtaine sin i lir mhi na Samhna?
Niorbh ionann is tromlach an choiste, thdinig sé ar
brdid. Niorbh ionann is an triur eile, d’than sé ar
an imeall. Nior miniodh cén fith ar éirigh sé as ach
shamhlé6fd go raibh brd millteanach air nuair a thuig
sé go raibh an tritr ag tabhairt dhashlin Choliiste
na Trionéide trid an chomhthreagras le Mahafly a
phoiblit. Seans go raibh eagla air go gcaillfeadh sé
na scoldireachtai a bhi aige né, fid amhadin, go dteilgfi
amach as an choldiste é. Nuaira chuir daoine anaithnide
i gceantar an Iuir i leith a athar gur Ghearmdnach é
ag tas an Chogaidh Mhéir, bhi Leonard Abrahamson
i ndiaidh scriobh chuig na nuachtiin, ag cosaint
dhilseacht is sheirbhis an phobail Ghitdaigh do na
tiortha ina raibh cénai orthu. Amharcann Dermot
Keogh ar litir Abrahamson agus ar a bhallraiocht in
'The Anti-Defamation League mar shamplai luatha
da ghniomhaiocht thuata le cur i gcoinne an fhrith-
Sheimiteachais (1998: 68—69). Ach sa saol corrach
aimsir an Chogaidh Mhéir, Jews in Ireland continued
to be viewed with great suspicion’ (Keogh 1998: 69).
B’thurasta a chreidbhedil go raibh imni an domhain ar
Abrahamson faoi lar na Samhna 1914 go gcuirfi ni hi
amhdin an mhidhilseacht don Bhreatain ach an bhi
leis na Gearmanaigh ina leith, go speisialta 6 dhirigh
Mahafty ar imeachtai frithearcaiochta an Phiarsaigh.
Sa chis sin, nior thégtha ar Abrahamson é gur éirigh
sé as coiste an Chumainn Ghaelaigh.

Ba ¢
comhthreagras le Mahafty a phoiblid sna nuachtiin a
thug ar bhord Choldiste na Trionéide gniomh. “This
act of dissent was brutally punished ...", a deir Tomds
Irish (2015: 168). Ag a chruinnid ar an 14 Sambhain,
d’thaomh an bord cinneadh Mahafty cosc a chur le
Coméradh an Daibhisigh is vétail d’aon ghuth ‘that
the Dublin University Gaelic Society be suppressed’
(TCDMA. MUN/V/5/21: 14 Samhain 1914). An

mhaidin chéanna, bhi fégra ag an Chumann Gaelach

beart an

Chumainn Ghaelaigh an

san Irish Times 4 rd go leanfadh an Cumann leis an
choméradh ar an 17 Samhain sna Antient Concert
Rooms (ACR) ar Great Brunswick Street (Srdid an
Phiarsaigh anois) in ionad Choldiste na Triondide,
’ Bhi

Mac an Iasgaire mar aon le Yeats, leis an Phiarsach

‘Owing to the action of the Vice-Provost ...

agus le Francis Bigger le labhairt ag an choméradh
(1914b: 6). Ach tar éis don bhord an Cumann a

chur faoi chois, shocraigh coiste an Chumainn, agus
ball anaithnid amhdin ina choinne — ‘with one
dissentient’— ar gan dul ar aghaidh leis an chruinnia
ar an 17 Samhain (Freeman’s Journal 1914b: 4). Faoin
am ar tiondladh an Comoradh faoi scith an Students’
National Literary Society sna ACR ar an 20 Sambhain,
bhi ceapachdn Mahaffy mar Phropast, ceapachin a
bhi molta ag bord Choldiste na Triondide, faofa ag
an Ri (Freeman’s Journal 1914c: 4). “The attendance,
which was fairly large, numbered a good proportion
of students’, a thuairiscigh an Freeman’s Journal taoin
6cdid sna ACR (Freeman’s Journal 1914d: 6). Nuair a
d’thégair Denis Gwynn, céimi én Choldiste Ollscoile
a bhi sa chathaoir, nar chéir amharc ar an Chomoéradh
mar agdid i gcoinne ghniomhartha Choldiste na
Trionéide, scairt duine den lucht éisteachta, ‘Why
not!" (Freeman’s Journal 1914d: 6). Scaoil Gwynn
an pholaitiocht a bhi ina horlai trid an eachtra i
gColiiste na Triondide thart: ba ‘on account of a
personal dispute’a cuireadh an Coméradh i gColdiste
na Triondide ar ceal (Irish Independent 1914b: 6). Thug
Yeats 6raid, mhol Thomas Kettle rin buiochais agus
chuidigh an Piarsach leis an rin. Nior labhair Mac
an lasgaire. An dd ghné ba ghlinne den trithnéna
nd an easpa drimafochta a bhain leis an écdid agus
an easpa tagairti do Chumann Gaelach Choliiste na
Trionéide. Ba chuma ann né as an Cumann, dar leis
an phobal lasmuigh den ollscoil. Ba thdbhachtai leo
moérdhrama polaitidil na linne, baineadh sé sin leis an

Chogadh Moér né leis na hOglaigh.
‘Ten little Gaels’

Chiin an preas ndisiunaioch Mahafty agus an colaiste.
‘An Cumann Gaedhealach has been deported from
Trinity College as an undesirable alien’, a duirt An
Claidheamh Soluis (1914d: 5). Cibé iarracht a bhi
déanta ag Mahaffy le hiomhd ur a chruthi dé féin, bhi
sé curtha 6 mhaith aige, a dhearbhaigh an nuachtin.
Lochtaigh 7he Leader an Cumann Gaelach féin as gan
cur i geoinne Mahafly (agus thug na huaschaméga
ar ainm an chumainn le fios ndr chreid an iris gurbh
fhéidir le fiorchumann Gaelach a bheith in instititid
a bhi frith-Ghaelach, de réir shlata tomhais na hirise):

A society calling itself “The Gaelic Society” in
Trinity College, Dublin, has been sat upon by
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Mahafty and the other authorities of anti-Irish
Trinity. The “Gaelic Society” has taken its sitting-on
lying down. And we don't think it is much of a loss.
It was, in our opinion, rather a false light in one of

the back windows of anti-Irish Trinity. (1914: 365)

Freagairt ba ea i seo uilig a thug le fios go raibh go
leor daoine ann nach raibh ag suil lena mhalairt 6
Choliiste na Trionéide né le mérdn 6n Chumann
Gaelach ann.

Laistigh de Choldiste na Triondide, thacaigh
T.C.D.: A College Miscellany le hidardis an choldiste
agus, gan a ainm a lua, d’threastail an fhaill tabhairt

taoi Chathal Paor. In eagarthocal, maiodh:

Most of us were highly amused towards the end

of last week by the splash which the drowning of
the remnants of the Gaelic Society caused in the
calm pool of lecture term. To read the newspaper
correspondence one would think this body was

a sort of Students’ Society instead of being the
creature of the imagination of several otherwise
inconspicuous members of the University. Our only
reason for abstaining from further enlightening
Apercus on this most entertaining Society is that its
membership, we believe, totalled three at the time of
its extinction, and our remarks might almost seem
to bear a personal construction. And we must avoid
personalities, you know, for we might find ourselves
in Court on a charge of libel, or, worse still, we might
be subjected to a reply from the assiduous Secretary

of the defunct Society.

Now that the Gaelic has suicided by incensing
Authority sufficiently to make It deign to notice its
existence, we hope that the stigma attached to Irish
subjects in non-Gaelic circles will be removed, and
that College men will be able to approach matters
of national concern and interest without dread of
being classed with the Gaelic. It is notorious that
this Society had made a “corner” in patriotism, and
so had rendered discussion of anything bordering on
Irish interests and Irish history impossible for most
people. This difficulty has been put aside as a result
of Authority’s action (which, needless to say, we
consider fully justified by the absolute tactlessness
of their victim’s arrangements and procedure), and

we trust that the surviving College and University
Societies will not delay to open their arms to the
discussion of Irish literature, interests, and history
hitherto monopolised by the Gaelic. (1914c¢: 138)

Agus d’thoilsigh an iris scigdhin 10 véarsa faoin
eachtra, ar mhanld rainn chomhairimh, ina raibh
tagairt don chirsa diagachta a bhi idir limha ag Mac
an Jasgaire:

Ten little Gaels, conscientious in design,
Smoked Irish 'baccy, and then there were nine.
Four little Gaels thought the meeting through
to see,

Mahafty put his foot down, and then there were
three.

Three little Gaels, after causing much ado,
Were spanked by the Board, so now they’re only
Two.

Two little Gaels (my tale is nearly done),
One will die of smartness, leaving only one.

One little Gael (their tail will soon be gone.)
He’ll be ordained, and then there’ll be none (Kham
1914: 143).

Bhi port an Chumainn Ghaelaigh seinnte. Ach de
réir bheathaisnéisithe Mahafly, [the board] abstained
from action against the students concerned’ (Stanford
& McDowell 1971: 225). Ni bhréagnaionn a dhath
i miontuairisci an bhoird é sin. Biodh sin mar atj,
is iomai trichtaire atd i ndiaidh a 4itid gur ghearr
an bord pionds ar bhaill ainmnithe de choiste an
Chumainn Ghaelaigh. Dhearbhaigh B. Ni Mh gur
‘caitheadh amach as an gColdiste Mac an lasgaire,
Sedn Beaumont agus Cathal de Paor’ (1942: 2). Ghlac
Risteard O Glaisne leis an chuntas sin agus thug sé
sliocht as scribhinn neamhfhoilsithe le Brighid Ui
Eigeartaigh (née Ni Mhaoileoin) ina nduirt si: “Tamall
ina dhiaidh sin ceadaiodh do Shein Beaumont
filleadh ar an gColaiste’ (luaite ag O Glaisne 1992: 57).
D’thégair Mairtin ) Flathartaigh gur ‘dibriodh tritr
mac léinn as an gColdiste’ (1985: 18). D’ainmnigh
Cian O hEigeartaigh an triur céanna ‘sent down
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from the University in 1914 by Mahafty ...” (O
hEigeartaigh [sic] 1965: 9). An cuntas is spéisitla nd
ceann a bhi bunaithe ar agallamh le Sein Beaumont

sna 1930idi inar fégraiodh:

Nior ghéill na mic-léighinn; agus thainig de sin

gur cuireadh deireadh leis an gCumann, agus gur
cuireadh na mic-léighinn (agus Sedn ina measc) ar
shiubhal én gColaiste ar feadh tamaill. Bhi misneach
ag na daoine a sheas i n-aghaidh Mahaffy an t-am
td. (O Tuathail 1934: 6)

Ba ¢ an t-agallamh sin an thoinse a bhi ag Eamon O
Ciosdin nuair a scriobh sé gur ‘dibriodh cuid diobh
[de na mic léinn] as an gColiiste ar feadh tamaill,
Sedn Beaumont ina measc’ (1993: 67).

De bhreis air sin, dhearbhaigh Dermot Keogh
agus Helen Andrews araon gur gearradh pionés ar
Leonard Abrahamson, cé nar mhinigh siad cad a bhi
i geeist leis sin (Keogh 1998: 69-70; Andrews 2016).
Ma bhi bunts d’aon chinedl le pionés a ghearradh ar
an triur eile a bhi ldrnach san eachtra ¢ thus deireadh,
ni raibh cdis lena leithéid i gcds Abrahamson a bhi
ar imeall an aicsin agus a d¥éirigh as an choiste ar an
13 Samhain sular cuireadh an Cumann Gaelach faoi
chois.

Ni den chéad uair, agus Coméradh an Daibhisigh
idir chamdin againn, caithfimid seasamh siar is an
thianaise a initchadh is a scagadh go ciramach. Ina
rditeas do Bhitré na Staire Mileata, luaigh Cathal Paor
an Coméradh gan a dhath a ra faoi phionés a gearradh
air (BMH. WS5420. Wyse Power: 1). Ni udar alltachta
é sin mar cad é mar a thiocfadh le bord Choliiste na
Trionoéide é a chaitheamh amach as an choldiste nuair
ndr mhac léinn é ann? Shamhléfa, dfach, gur cuireadh
ar a shuile d6 gur persona non grata nar chéir dé cos
a chur thar thairseach an Phriomhgheata feasta é. Ni
bheadh 14 eile ag an Phaorach.

Bhréagnaigh préifil Mhic an Iasgaire sna mionna
beaga i ndiaidh na heachtra dispeagadh 7C.D.: 4
College Miscellany air mar dhuine de na ‘inconspicuous
members of the University’agus aon chaint ar phionés
(1914c: 138). Rud nios tdbhachtai n4 sin, cruthaionn
an fthoinse chéanna go raibh sé sa choldiste agus go
raibh sé pdirteach in imeachtai ann roimh dheireadh
1914 agus ag tds 1915. Cogadh na mBalcan an t-dbhar
a bhi faoi chaibidil ag an Philosophical Society —

‘Phil’— ar an 2 Nollaig: ‘Mr. O.G. Fisher (Hon. Sec.)
proposed the vote of thanks. He managed to get on to
Small States, and so rushed us off to Ireland’(7.C.D.: A
College Miscellany 1914f: 165). Seachtain ina dhiaidh
sin, pléadh an cheoldrimaiocht ag an Phil: ‘Mr. O.G.
Fisher (Hon. Sec.) knows nothing about opera. This
did not prevent him from giving a lengthy harangue
on Irish nationality’ (7/C.D.: A College Miscellany
1914¢: 186).1 mi Feabhra 1915, thug Mac an lasgaire
— ‘the Honorary Secretary (Mr. D.G. Fisher)’ [sic] —
léacht faoi ghluaiseacht na Gaeilge don Phil (7/C.D.:
A College Miscellany 1915: 10). Ni hé amhdin go
raibh Mac an Iasgaire sa choldiste go f6ill, ach bhi sé
gnéthach, feicedlach agus cainteach go poibli.

Ghlac Leonard Abrahamson pdirt i ndiospéireacht
an Phil faoin bhiogéideacht ar an 194 Sambhain
1914, rud a thdgann go raibh seisean sa choldiste f6s
(T:C.D.: A College Miscellany 1914e: 155). Nil tagairti
do Beaumont in imeachtai na gcumann ollscoile sna
mionna i ndiaidh an Chomdrtha ach ni 1éir 6 fhéiliri
acadila na hollscoile go raibh sé gniomhach in aon
chumann seachas an Cumann Gaelach roimhe sin.
B’théidir gur chiallaigh sé sin gur cuireadh ar fionrai
6n ollscoil ar feadh tamaill é. Ach tuairisciodh ar
an 17 Samhain 1914 — 14 na cinnitina — go raibh
J.N. Beaumont ar na mic 1éinn a raibh Coldiste na
Trioné6ide i ndiaidh duaiseanna ‘Senior Exhibitions’
a raibh luach £20 an duine orthu a bhronnadh orthu
(Irish Independent 1914a: 6). Agus d’théadfadh minia
eileabheith leis an tost sin faoina chuid gniomhaiochta
san ollscoil, minid a cheanglaionn Beaumont agus
Leonard Abrahamson le chéile.

Chuir Abrahamson a chroi isteach ina chuid
staidéir i rith 1914-15. Chnuasaigh sé duaiseanna
acadila: don rang Gaeilge (mednrang), don Fhraincis
is don Ghearmainis (7be Dublin University Calendar,
For the Year 1914—-1915. Vol. 11. 1915: 34, 41, 42, 46).
Buaicphointe na bliana acadila ba ea “Trinity Monday’
nuair a d’'thégraiti go poibli ainmneacha na Scoldiri
nua is na gComhaltai dra. Ocaid mhor scléipe ba ea
i fosta nuair a thugadh na mic léinn faoin rancds is
taoin phleidhciocht tri shrdideanna lir na cathrach.
Niorbh aon eisceacht Luan na Trionéide sa bhliain
1914, raithe roimh thds an Chogaidh Mhéir —
agus R.MLS. Pearsall, ball de choiste an Chumainn
Ghaelaigh ar na Scoldiri nua — agus ‘the students
of Trinity College gave their annual demonstration
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of boisterous hilarity through the streets of the city’.
Rinneadh ionsai ar Theach an Ardmbhéara, rugadh
greim ar ‘an auctioneer’s bell-man’ — fear a bhi ag
tégairt obair an cheantilai — gur iompraiodh é go
caithréimeach trid an chathair. Theilg gaigi Choldiste
na Trionéide caipini pléascdin fad na sli. Faoin am a
raibh an ealain thart, bhi na péas i ndiaidh naonur
mac léinn a ghabhdil, cuid acu ‘for the attack on the
Suftragist offices’ (Belfast Newsletter 1914: 8).

Bliain ni ba dhéanai, Luan na Triondide, an 31
Bealtaine 1915, aimsir chogaidh a bhi ann agus
bhi atmaisféar duairc san ollscoil mar gheall ar an
laghdd mér ar lion na mac léinn 6 tharla go raibh
cuid mhaith acu in Arm na Breataine (né marbh
cheana). Chuir na nuachtdin sonrd san athra — ‘at
an unusually tame gathering for a Trinity Monday
meeting’ — nuair a d’thégair John Pentland Mahatfty,
Propast Choliiste na Trionéide, liosta de Scoldiri dra
Ollscoil Bhaile Atha Cliath. Bhi beirt bhall de choiste
an Chumainn Ghaelaigh 1914-15 ar an liosta: Sedn
Beaumont (Matamaitic) agus Leonard Abrahamson
(Nua-Theangacha) (Irish Independent 1915: 3).

Le fiche focal a chur in aon fhocal amhdin, nior
ioc aon bhall de choiste an Chumainn Ghaelaigh as

conspdéid Chomoéradh an Didibhisigh.
Scaradh na gcompanach

‘All roads lead to Erin’, a scriobh 7'C.D.: A College
Miscellany taoi Mhac an lasgaire tar éis a thofa mar
reachtaire an Chumainn Ghaelaigh in 1914 (1914b:
122). Ach ma td aghaidh na mbéithre uilig ar Eirinn,
is beag béthar nach bhfuil gabhal ann. B’iomai tuiscint
ar cad ba ‘Eire’ ann fosta: Eire shaor agus Ghaelach,
n6 Eire an fhéinrialtais laistigh den Riocht Aontaithe
is den Impireacht, cuir i gcds. Ba thréimhse chorraithe
i na blianta sin sa bhaile agus i gcéin nuair a bhi
roghanna le déanamh faoin bhéthar a bhi le tégiil is
faoi cad ba dhilseacht ann. B’amhlaidh do na pearsana
thuas i gCumann Gaelach Choldiste na Trionédide.
Agus ¢ ag gabhidil don Diagacht, lean Oisin Mac
an lasgaire den staidéar ar an Ghaeilge i gColiiste
na Trionéide. De réir fhéilire acaduil na hollscoile
1915-16, bhi sé sa rang Gaeilge céanna le Leonard
Abrahamson gur bhain Mac an lasgaire an ‘Kyle Irish
Prize’ i Scoil na Diagachta (7he Dublin University
Calendar, For the Year 1915-1916. Vol. I1. 1916: 46,

58). Oirniodh ina mhinistir in Eaglais na hEireann é i
Mirta 1916 (Connacht Tribune1916:4). Agus Cumann
Gaelach na hEaglaise [.i. Eaglais na hEireann] ar an
théd 6 mhi Aibredin 1914, reichtiileadh Mac an
Iasgaire ‘ranganna speisialta do lucht foghlama na
Gaeilge laistigh den Chumann’ (Giltrap 1990: 64).
Chléraigh sé sa Ridireacht Liteardha a bhi seolta ag
Pidraic O Conaire le tact le foilsit saothar litriochta
na Gaeilge sa bhliain 1917 (An Claidheamh Soluis
1917: 4). Ag tas 1918, tuairisciodh gur nés leis an
Urramach Mac an lasgaire seanmdir a thabhairt ar
an Domhnach deireanach de gach mi in Ardteampall
Phddraig tar éis d6 Urnaithe na Néine as Gaeilge a rd
(Fdinne an Lae 1918: 7). Ni fios ar tharla sé seo roimh
dheireadh an Chogaidh Mhéir, ach chuaigh Mac an
Tasgaire isteach in Arm na Breataine mar shéiplineach.
Maraiodh i dtimpiste sa Mheaspatdim ¢ i Samhain
1920, agus ¢ i mbun a chuid dualgas reiligitinda ann
(Connacht Tribune 1920: 4; ‘Oswald Garrow Fisher
(1890-1920)).

Gabhal eile a thég Cathal Paor. Agus é ina
abhcéide, ba mhinic taobh polaititil ag roinnt lena
chdsanna cdirte. Chosain seisean agus Timothy
Healy Sein Mac Diarmada agus Sein Milroy i
gcas faoin ‘Defence of the Realm Act’ i Meitheamh
1915, agus ba é an t-abhcdide a bhi ag Earndn de
Blaghd nuair a ctisiodh go luath ina dhiaidh sin é
(Freeman’s Journal 1915: 10; de Blaghd 1970: 178-
179). Maitear go raibh baint ag an Phaorach le
ctirteanna Dhiil Eireann i rith Chogadh na Saoirse
(Irish Press 1950: 1). Ach lean an Paorach d4 obair lae
i getirteanna an Ri: bhi sé ina dhliodéir le haghaidh
Patrick Moran, Oglach ar cuireadh ina leith gur
theallmharaigh sé oifigeach Sasanach ar Dhomhnach
na Fola 1920 (Freeman’s Journal 1921: 5). Crochadh
Moran nuair nédr thapaigh sé an deis éalaithe a bhi
aige. Thabharfadh a cheapachdn mar bhreitheamh de
chuid na cdirte cuarda i nGaillimh agus i Maigh Eo
sna 1920idi luatha le fios nach raibh Cathal Paor i
gcoinne an Chonartha Angla—Eireannaigh. Taom
croi ba thraig bhdis don Bhreitheamh Charles Wyse
Power sa bhliain 1950 (Irish Press 1950: 1; Connacht
Sentinel 1950: 1).

De réir chuimhni cinn a athar, thug Robert Hannay
iarraidh dul isteach i gCabhlach na Breataine ‘almost
immediately after war began (Birmingham 1934:
211). Nior glacadh leis. I Meitheamh 1915, tar éis d6
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dhd bhliain a chaitheamh ag an Irish Times, chuaigh
Hannay isteach in Arm na Breataine, {and] has been
gazetted Second Lieutenant in the 2nd (Reserved)
Batt. of the Irish Guards, and is now in training near
London’ (Wicklow News-Letter 1915: 5). Agus é ag
tagairt do Hannay, scriobh an Irish Times: “The various
staffs of the Irish Times are now represented in nearly
all branches of His Majesty’s Services, including the
Royal Flying Corps’ (1915: 9). Leonadh Hannay ag
cath Passchendaele gur thill ar dhualgas in am don Sos
Cogaidh i mi na Samhna 1918 (Birmingham 1934:
212).Tar éis an Chogaidh, d’imigh sé go Texas, it ar
oibrigh sé féin is a dhearthdir, Seumas, i gcomhlacht
gno6 ar le duine muinteartha leo é (Birmingham 1934:
200). Fuair Robert Hannay bas in Dallas in 1965
(Irish Times 1965: 18).

D’theidhligh J.W. Bigger ina staidéar mar dbhar
dochtara (Westmeath Independent 1916: 7). ‘Rheumatic
tever kept him from military service in 1914-18
and produced permanent cardiac complications’,
a deir Dempsey (2009). Bhi Bigger ina Ollamh
le Baictéareolaiocht is le Leigheas Coisctheach i
gColiiste na Triondide ina dhiaidh sin agus, ar nés
a athar roimhe, ba bhall de Sheanad Eireann ¢, le
haghaidh Choliiste na Trionéide, 1947-1951. Ba i
Lunasa 1951 a cailleadh é.

Tar éis do
shaothrt i mi na Nollag 1916, chuaigh sé leis an dli
(Ewvening Herald 1916a: 1; Evening Herald 1916b: 3;
Freeman’s Journal 1919: 3). Sholathraiodh Beaumont
agus dearthdir leis a bhi in Arm na Breataine aimsir
an Chogaidh Mhéir faisnéis don IRA i rith Chogadh

na Saoirse is seoladh Sedn Beaumont ar mhisean go

Shein Beaumont a bhunchéim a

moér-roinn na hEorpa le harmlén a cheannach do
na h()glaigh. Ceapadh ina chigire Gaeilge i Roinn
na Talmhaiochta is an Ghairmoideachais é in 1920.
Nior aontaigh Beaumont leis an Chonradh Angla-
Eireannach. I rith an Chogaidh Chathartha, ghabh
Arm an Rialtais Shealadaigh ¢ ar an 22 Linasa 1922
agus tugadh cds cuiirte habeas corpus faoina ghabhail,
cas a dhirigh ar chearta cime ndr cuireadh cdiseamh
ina leith in aimsir chogaidh (Evening Herald 1922:
1; Freeman’s Journal 1922a: 8). Bhi an cds gan socru
go f6ill nuair a déalaigh Beaumont 6n phriosin i
gCampa an Churraigh (Freeman’s Journal 1922b:
1). Faoi dheireadh na 1920idi, bhi sé ina léachtoir

le Gaeilge agus le Matamaitic ina alma mater,

Coldiste na Trionéide (ainm.ie. Beaumont). Mar
atd riofa ag Eamon O Ciosiin, d’imir Beaumont
pdirt mhér i mbund is i riar an nuachtdin Ghaeilge,
An t-Eireannach, a mhair 6 1934 go 1937 (1993).
Ba ¢ Eagarthéir Gaeilge an Irish Press ar bhonn
pairtaimseartha go dti an bhliain 1957 é. Maraiodh
Sedn Beaumont i dtimpiste bhéthair i mi na Nollag
1959 (ainm.ie. Beaumont).

Lean Leonard Abrahamson di staidéar ar an
Ghaeilge i gColdiste na Triondide. Bhi sé san ardrang
Gaeilge sa bhliain 1915-1916 (7he Dublin University
Calendar, For the Year 1915-1916. Vol. 11. 1916: 46).
Agus ¢ ina Scoldire, chuaigh sé leis an leigheas gur
thabhaigh sé a dhintitir sa bhliain 1919. B’in tus
lena ghairm bheatha mar dhochtdir mér le rd i saol
na miochaine i mBaile Atha Cliath. Nior leasc leis a
stddas a Usdid le labhairt go poibli is le gniomh ar son
leas an phobail Ghitdaigh in Eirinn (Andrews 2016).
Ach ni raibh baint aige le haon eagraiocht Ghaelach i
ndiaidh Choméradh an Ddibhisigh agus d’than sé glan
ar pholaitiocht bhlianta na Réabhléide Eireannai. Bhi
sé bred sdsta i gcénai an chomaoin a chuir na Bréithre
Criostai air a admhail. Seal gairid sula bhfuair sé bds
i nDeireadh Fémhair 1961, bhi Abrahamson mar
aon le Frank Aiken, Aire Gnéthai Eachtracha is
iarscoldire eile de chuid Scoil na mBraiithre Criostai
san Iur, i lathair ag an chéad dinnéar a bhi ag Aontas
na nlarscoldiri (Irish Independent 1961: 13; Irish Press
1961: 3).

Ar nés sheat fada grianghrafadéireachta, tugann
an radharc leathan ar shaol na bhfear sin ar choiste
Chumann Gaelach Choldiste na Triondide léargas ur
ar an cheist sin a d’ardaigh Tomds Irish faoi radacaithe
de chinedlacha éagsila sa chumann. Chlaon Hannay
leis an radacd polaitigil blianta na hollscoile gur
chuir an Cogadh Moér stop grod leis, amhail is gur
chreid sé nir mhér dé baois na héige a chur de. Nior
radacai Bigger riamh. N4 Abrahamson ach oiread
mura samhlaitear an radacachas leis an Ghiddach a
raibh spéis sa Ghaeilge aige. Ba ndisiinaithe aitheanta
a thuismitheoiri agus thug blianta a dige le fios gur
radacai cultirtha é Cathal Paor. Ach faoi na 1920idi
agus ¢ ina bhreitheamh, ba den scothaicme ur i
Saorstit Eireann é. Radacai cultdrtha is polaitiochta
go smior a bhi i Sein Beaumont 6 bhlianta na
hollscoile agus ina radacai neamhleithscéalach a bhi
sé an chuid eile dd shaol. An té ba spéisidla acu, dar
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liom, nd Oisin Mac an lasgaire. Fear éirimiuil beo-
intinneach deisbhéalach a bhi ann, de réir na gcuntas
thuas in 7°C.D.: A College Miscellany. Mar a bhi Oisin
i ndiaidh na Féinne, as féin a bhi an tOglach Oisin
Mac an Iasgaire i gColdiste na Trionéide sa bhliain
1914. Ni dheachaigh Mac an Iasgaire isteach in arm
na Breataine ag tis an Chogaidh Mhéir go ndearnadh
ministir in Eaglais na hEireann de. Lean sé de bheith
ag plé leis an Ghaeilge. Nisiunai fordsach polaitiochta
is radacai cultdrtha a bhi ann i geénai, mar sin, in
ainneoin Aontachas a mhuintire. Is dealraitheach
gurbh ¢é a chreideamh Criostai ba chionsiocair lena
chinneadh dul isteach in arm na Breataine mar
shéiplineach, post inar théin sé do shaighdiuiri a bhi i
bhfad 6 bhaile. Ni heol diinn an raibh rin ag Mac an
Tasgaire filleadh abhaile. Ach cailleadh go hanabai sa
Mheaspatdim fear a raibh sracadh ann agus a raibh an
cumas ann cion oibre a dhéanambh ar son na Gaeilge.

Cumann Gaelach Choldiste na
Triondide: Athbhuni né bunu as
an nua?

Mar a léirionn B. Ni Mh agus Risteard O Glaisne
araon, bhunaigh mic léinn i gColdiste na Triondide an
“Thomas Davis Society’ tar éis an Chogaidh Mhéir (B.
Ni Mh 1942: 2; O Glaisne 1992: 69). Na haidhmeanna
a bhi ag an chumann, a thuairiscigh cuntas in Zhe
Irish Statesman i mBealtaine 1920, nd ‘to encourage
the study of the Irish language, literature, and history;
to discuss Irish social and economic questions, and
to maintain a library of Irish books and of books
relating to Ireland’ (TAU. 1920: 488). B’ionann nach
moér na cuspdiri sin is cuspéiri an tsean-Chumainn
Ghaelaigh. Aimsir Chogadh na Saoirse, dfach, bhi
daoine eile i gColdiste na Triondide a bhi naimhdeach
leis an chumann dr. Nior chomhtharld é gur taobh

amuigh den ollscoil, ag Proinnteach an DBC ar
Shraid an D4dma, a bhailiodh na baill le chéile:

The purpose of The Thomas Davis Society is [...]
to remind Trinity College that it belongs to Ireland.
That the reminder is necessary is sufficiently shown
by the fact that the proceedings of the Society are
boycotted by 7"C.D., the University magazine. The

Society, however, has been remarkably successtul,

particularly in the number of Trinity students that
have joined. (TAU. 1920: 488)

Faoin am sin, bhi John Henry Bernard, iar-Ardeaspag
Protastinach Bhaile Atha Cliath, ina Phropast ar
Choldiste na Triondide 6 déag Mahafly in Aibrein
1919. De réir dealraimh, thdinig deireadh leis an
Thomas Davis Society sular shocraigh mic léinn ar
Chumann Gaelach a sheoladh sa bhliain acaduil 1921-
1922 (B.Ni Mh 1942: 2; O Glaisne 1992: 69-70).
Ba chinneadh ¢ sin a raibh limh ag Sedn Beaumont
ann, a deirtear (B. Ni Mh 1942: 2; O Glaisne 1992:
69). Ach arbh athbhund né ar bhund as an nua é sin?
Thuairiscigh an Freeman’s Journal i Samhain 1924
gur bunaiodh “The College Gaelic Society’ tri bliana
roimhe sin (1924: 8). Is doiligh a shamhld go raibh
reacaire an chumainn, Oscar Mac Uileas, fear a raibh
Gacilge as a dige aige is fear a bhi ceangailte le cuis
na Gaeilge ar feadh a shaoil, aineolach ar ar tharla
deich mbliana roimhe sin, go hdirithe m4 bhi sé istigh
le Beaumont (ainm.ie. Mac Uileas). An teideal a bhi
ar an léacht tionscnaimh Bhéarla a bhi le tabhairt
ag Mac Uileas i Samhain 1924 na ‘Continuity of
Gaelic Culture’. Ba sa Regent House a bhi an éciid
mhor agus bhi an scribhneoir, James Stephens, agus
J.J. Walsh, Aire Poist agus Teileagraif, i lithair, mar
aon leis an Ollamh Tomés O Rathile, Uachtardn an
Chumainn Ghaelaigh, a bhi sa chathaoir (Freeman’s
Journal 1924: 8). Agus Coldiste na Triondide ag
teacht chun réitigh lena 4it i Saorstat Eireann, b'fhusa
gan aird a dhirid ar sheaneachtra chonspéideach 6n
ré sular ghlac Coldiste na Trionédide leis, de dheoin né
d’ainneoin, gur le hEirinn é.

Noéta buiochais

Té mé faoi chomaoin mhdr ag Eamon O Ciosiin a
léigh dréacht den alt seo is a thug aiseolas fénta dom.
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