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Cuireann udair an taighde seo, Tom O’Donoghue
agus Teresa O’'Doherty, dushlin mér rompu: scéal an
oideachais sa Ghaeltacht le 120 bliain anuas a insint.
Go dti seo, nil saothar tagtha ar an bhféd a dhéanann
cioradh ar stair na scolajiochta sa Ghaeltacht tri chéile.
Maionn na hudair i mbrollach an leabhair ‘no full-
length treatise has appeared to date on the history
of various aspects of life in the Gaeltacht’ (x) agus
déanann siad iarracht an bhearna seo a lionadh. Cé
gur foilsiodh roinnt mhaith taighde ar an nGaeltacht
roimhe seo, is cinnte go bhfuil bearnai {és le lionadh.

I measc na saothar luachmhar a thdinig roimhe
seo, is fid alt Nollaig Ui Ghadhra a lua, foilsithe in
1988, a choimrionn meon lucht an stitchérais i leith
na teanga, agus i leith na Gaeltachta, thar thréimhse
fhada (O Gadhra 1988). Lena ais sin, ag tds na
1990idi, d'thoilsigh Institidid Teangeolaiochta Eir-
eann paimfléad Ghearéid Ui Thuathaigh, 7he develop-
ment of the Gaeltacht as a bi-lingual entity (O Tuath-
aigh 1990). Ni ba dhéanai, sa mbliain 2005, rinne
Caitriona O Torna cioradh ar fhorbairt choincheap
na Gaeltachta i measc lucht na hathbheochana agus
i réimse an stéit (O Torna 2005). Scridaigh saothair
ambhail Dichoimisitini Teanga le John Walsh (2002), a
rianaigh stair Choimisitin na Gaeltachta 1926, agus
trachtas neamhthoilsithe Suzanne Pegley (2007) ar
Ghaeltacht Rath Chairn, gnéithe dirithe de stair na
Gaeltachta chomh maith. Luaitear an Ghaeltacht, n6é
na ceantair ar a raibh teorainn na Gaeltachta bun-
aithe, go minic i mérshaothair eile le staraithe ar nés
Diarmaid Ferriter (2018), a rinne scrudu ar stair na

n-oilean amach 6 chésta na hEireann, agus Ciara
Breathnach (2005), a rinne initchadh ar stair Bhord
na gCeantar Cing idir 1891-1923. Mar sin féin, nil
saothar, i bhfoirm leabhair, a thugann léargas ar stair
pholaitidil, shéisialta, eacnamaioch, nd cultirtha na
Gaeltachta curtha i gclé go nuige seo.

Lionann Irish Speakers and Schooling in the Gaeltacht,
1900 to the Present bearna i dtaobh na scolaiochta
Gaeltachta de, ach déantar anailis ar ghnéithe tibh-
achtacha eile de shochai na Gaeltachta chomh maith.
Is léir go dtuigeann na hddair nach bhfeidhmionn
an scoil 4itidil, nd an céras oideachais ina iomldine, i
bhfolus séisialta. Tarraingionn siad ar réimse leathan
foinsi chun freastal ar an d4 thra seo chun an nasc idir
an scoil agus an tsochai a léiriu. Airitear anseo: mion-
tuairisci agus tuairisci poibli na gCoimisinéiri Oid-
eachais Niisitnta in Eirinn faoi réimeas na Breataine;
paipéir phriobhdideacha easpaig na hEaglaise Cait-
lici; leabhair a bhaineann le scoileanna ditidla; mion-
tuairisci de chuid Chonradh na Gaeilge; tuairisci rial-
tais agus foilseachdin na Roinne Oideachais i ndiaidh
bhunu stit na Sé Chontae is Fiche in 1922, mar aon
le nuachtdin 4itidla agus naisiunta. Is saothar idirdhis-
ciplineach ¢ seo, i nddirire, a bhaineann leas ni hamh-
4in as modheolaiocht na staire, ach a shnaidhmeann
dbhar a bhaineann leis an tsochtheangeolaiocht agus
an oideolaiocht trid an anailis chomh maith.

I mbrollach an leabhair minitear ddinn go bhfuil
gaol laidir ag an mbeirt udar leis an nGaeltacht. Deal-
rajonn sé gurb ¢ seo ceann de na ciiseanna atd acu le
tabhairt faoin taighde seo i dtus baire. Tugtar spléach-
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adh ansin don léitheoir ar chumadh agus ar chur chun
cinn na Gaeltachta mar aonad tireolaioch. Ag tus
an fichia haois, b'ionann an téarma ‘Gaeltacht’ agus
‘lucht labhartha na Gaeilge’. D’athraigh sé sin, diaidh
ar ndiaidh, né gur tugadh stddas oifigidil don téarma
mar cheantar faoi leith in 1926 le foilsit thuairisc
Choimisiin na Gaeltachta. Pléann na hddair an stair
seo, chomh maith leis na hathruithe atd tagtha ar
theorainneacha na Gaeltachta le tuairim is céad bliain
anuas. Ina dhiaidh sin, fiosraitear ceist an oideachais
agus ceist na teanga sa Jongue durée. Baintear tsdid as
véarsai le file iomrditeach 6n ochtd haois déag, Art
Mac Cumhaigh, chun 1éirit a thabhairt ar an bhféin-
ghrdin agus an ditltd teanga a d'eascair as préiseas an
choilineachais:

T4 mo chroi-se réabtha ina mile céad cuid

‘s gan balsam féin ann a d'thoirfeadh dom thian,
nuair a chluinim an Ghaeilge uilig 4 tréigbhedil
is caismirt Bhéarla i mbedl gach aoin (20).

Is meon ¢é seo a thagann anios go minic sa leabhar
agus na deacrachtai a bhain le scolaiocht Ghaeilge
a sholathar sa Ghaeltacht, agus lasmuigh di, 4 bplé.
Léirionn na hddair gurb é an seicteachas a chuir
muineadh na Gaeilge 6 mhaith ar dtds. Ba i scoileanna
Chumann Phlas Chill Dara, a mhair idir 1811 agus
1831, a mdineadh an Ghaeilge i gcéras foirmidil
oideachais den chéad uair sa tréimhse nua-aimseartha
tar éis bhriseadh an tseanchérais Ghaelaigh sa seachta
haois déag. Cuireadh deireadh leo, dfach, de bharr an
aighnis a cruthaiodh nuair a tosaiodh ar leas a bhaint
astu chun iompu creidimh a chur i bhfeidhm ar
phiisti Caitliceacha. Minionn na hudair gur thainig
céras na Scoileanna Niisitunta i leaba an chorais seo.
Bhi an stit teicnealathach caipitleach, ina ndéantai an
gné uile tri Bhéarla, ag cur a ladar isteach go mor i
saol laethuil na nGael faoin trith seo. Sa chéras seo,
deir O’Donoghue agus O’Doherty, ‘the National
Board did not allow instruction in the medium of
Irish in Irish-speaking districts’ (29). B’amhlaidh
gurb 1 oideolaiocht na scoileanna seo, dd bhféadfai
sin a ghlaoch uirthi, nd an Béarla a bhra ar na daltai.
Mar a mhaigh Mici Mac Gabhann, a d’threastail ar
scoil ndisiinta Mhachaire Rabhartaigh in Iarthar Thir
Chonaill sna 1870idi:

Cha raibh focal amhdin Béarla agam féin nd ag aon
duine den teaghlach ach cha raibh mé dbalta freagra
a thabhairt ar an mhdistir nuair a chuir sé ceist

orm cirbh ainm dom. Ach mura raibh focal Béarla
agamsa silim nach raibh focal amhdin Gaeilge ag an

mhdistir (33).

Ina dhiaidh sin féin, tacaionn na hudair le teoiric
Nicholas Wolf (2014) maidir le forbairt curaclam a
bhi go hiomlin tri Bhéarla sa chéras suas go 1904.
Dar le Wolf, a bhailigh neart sonrai staitistitla ar
an dbhar, go ndeachaigh lion beag na bpdisti le
liofacht sa Ghaeilge sa chéras i bhfeidhm go moér
ar smaointeoireacht iad sitd a chum an curaclam sa
chéad dul sios. Shocraigh siad tumoideachas Béarla
a chur i bhfeidhm mar gheall ar an oiread pdisti le
Béarla a bhi sa choras.

Biodh sin mar atd, is é tuairim na n-udar gur ghlac
tuismitheoiri na bpdisti céanna rél lirnach i gcur chun
cinn an Bhéarla sna scoileanna. Tuigeadh go raibh an
bhochtaineacht i nddn déibh sitid nach raibh an Béarla
acu. Sa naou haois déag agus tus an fichid haois ba iad
na réigitin ba ldidre ina raibh an Ghaeilge 4 labh-
airt na ceantair ina raibh ‘a preponderance of cottier
and tiny holdings, with fewer schools per capita than
the average across the country, and with high levels
of emigration’ (12). Bhi tionchar ag an gcomhthéacs
socheacnamaiochta seo, mar aon leis an mbra a bhi
ar dhéagéiri ioncam a thuilleamh don teaghlach, ar
a laghad dul chun cinn oideachasdil a rinneadh sa
Ghaeltacht go lir na 1960idi. Dearbhaionn O’Don-
oghue agus O’Doherty, go dti ‘the introduction of the
“free” second-level education scheme in 1967 ... the
great majority of students in many of the Gaeltacht
districts never went beyond primary school’ (160).
Mar a mhinigh Témas ¢) Munghaile, a d’threastail ar
scoil ndisiunta i Ros Dubh, Contae Mhaigh Eo, sna
1920idi agus 1930idi, bhiodh ‘daoine a raibh airgead
acu, lucht siopai né rudai mar sin, ag dul ag coldiste
ag foc a mbealach. Ni raibh sé r6-dhaor, ach ni raibh
aon thocail air sin againne ... aghaidh ar Shasana ag
go leor [againn]’ (160). Theastaigh 6 roinnt tuismith-
eoiri eile go rachadh a gcuid pdisti chuig na coldisti
ullmhidchdin a bhi ann do mhuinteoiri. Ina measc
siud, bhi mithair Mhaidhc Dhainin Ui Shé. Chuir
si ina luf air go mbeadh sé criochnaithe lena ‘chuid

oibre ag a tri a chlog gach 14, go mbeadh ‘léine bhin
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agus tie’ faoi, agus go raibh na muinteoiri tite chun
‘feola’ (158).

Chuir fonn na soghluaisteachta séisialta bra oll-
mhor ar thuismitheoiri. Mar thoradh air seo léiriodh
cur i gcoinne na scolajochta tri Ghaeilge sa Ghael-
tacht. Chuaigh lucht na hathbheochana in adharca
leis an meon seo ag tus an fichid haois agus iad ag
teachtasaiocht ar son polasai diatheangach sna scoil-
eanna. D¥irigh leo bua mér a bhaint amach nuair
a tugadh isteach an Bilingual Programme of Instruc-
tion in 1904. Bhi rath maith ar an bpolasai seo sna
ceantair Ghaeltachta ba ldidre. Ach sna hditeanna ba
laige, amhail Maigh Eo agus Oirthear na Gaillimhe,
‘there was strong opposition to the League’s policy
... not only from the National Board, but also from
clergy, teachers and from parents’ (63). Chreid go
leor tuismitheoiri gur mibhuntdiste a bhi sa bhéim a
cuireadh ar an nGaeilge sa pholasai ditheangach, 6ir
dhéanfai dochar don ‘competency in English, which

was a fundamental skill for those seeking to emigrate’

(69). Bhi lucht an Chonartha ag snimh in aghaidh
easa — rud a bhi f6s fior nuair a chuaigh gniomhairi
teanga isteach sa Ghaeltacht le linn ré Mhairtin Ui
Dhiredin i lar an fichid haois. D’itigh an file Arann-
ach, a bhi ina bhall de Chonradh na Gaeilge ¢ féin, in
ainneoin ‘their sincerity and good intentions, [they]
wasted their time by sending organisers to the Gael-
tacht districts to encourage locals not to abandon the
speaking of Irish without giving any consideration to
their material conditions’ (175).

Maitear, dfach, go raibh ag éirf leis an bpolasai le
tacaiocht na cléire agus na n-easpag i roinnt mhaith
ceantar Gaeltachta — i dTir Chonaill agus i gCon-
amara, ach go hdirithe. D4 theabhas ¢, tugadh droim
ldimhe don pholasai i ndiaidh bhund an stdit 6 dheas
sa mbliain 1922. Seans maith gurb ¢ seo an pointe is
tibhachtaf a dhéantar sa leabhar. Aititear gur theast-
aigh 6n stit nua na scoileanna a dsdid ‘for nation
building and to revive the Irish language amongst the
dominant English-speaking population’. Dioladh an
t-asal leis an adhastar agus rinneadh neamhaird de
‘ideas on the possible value of continuing with the
separate education policy for the Gaeltacht estab-
lished under the previous administration’ (xiv). Ghlac
sé breis is nécha bliain sular cuireadh an locht sin sa
chéras ina cheart nuair a tugadh isteach aris polasai

faoi leith don Ghaeltacht sa bhliain 2016.

Cidineann na hddair polasai Gaelaithe an stiit
nuabhunaithe as ‘an aggressive policy of compulsory
immersion Irish education in all schools’, polasai a
cuireadh i bhfeidhm ‘despite the fact that insufficient
numbers of teachers were competent in the language,
and fewer still were qualified to teach through the
medium of Irish’ (92). B’iorénta an scéal é seo, 6ir
tharla sé go raibh ‘the very institution identified for
so long by the great majority of language revivalists as
being responsible for the decline in the Irish language
during the nineteenth century was now to be used
by the Irish government to redress the situation’ (87).
Dar leis na hudair gur chuir an Eaglais Chaitliceach i
geoinne tuilleadh Gaelaithe a dhéanambh ar an gcéras
mar a bhi toisc go raibh faitios orthu nach mbain-
teadh na pdisti leas iomldn as an teagasc creidimh
muna mbeadh sé tri Bhéarla. Lena chois sin, in 1937,
‘they mounted immediate resistance ... to governm-
ent proposals aimed to intensify the language revival
process through the redistribution of portions of time
devoted to the teaching of English’(105). Nios déanai,
sna 1950idi, nuair a bhi buntdisti an oideachais dara
leibhéal 4 bplé, sheas an Roinn Oideachais i leataobh
de bharr smacht na nEaglaisi. Mar a mhinionn na
huadair, ‘the Department of Education, seeking not
to enter into a domain the churches saw as being
their own preserve, preferred to leave the provision
of secondary school education to private initiative for
reasons of economy and convenience’ (137).

Trid is trid, is cosuil nach n-aontaionn O’Donoghue
nid O’Doherty le polasai na Gaeilge riachtanai sa 14
atd inniu ann ach oiread. T4 malairt tuairimi ann, dar
ndéigh. Ach, i ndeireadh na dala, is ceist thriththior-
asach { ceist an oideachais dhitheangaigh sa Ghael-
tacht 6 thaobh na staire de. Is costil go bhfuil na
hidair den tuairim gur buille marfach don teanga a
bhi ann deireadh a chur leis an bpolasai ud. Mar sin
téin, cd bhfios an iad laigi an chérais scolaiochta né na
fadhbanna doimhne socheacnamaiochta a bhuail na
builli cinnitnacha 6 thaobh an chdlaithe teanga de?
T4 tuairim ag na hddair féin ar an gceist seo, dfach.
Fiu sna 1960idi, deir siad, bhi dearcadh ann i measc
lucht na cumhachta ‘that education policy for the peo-
ple of the Gaeltacht, as for the population nationally,
should be concerned with taking conservative steps to
raise the social class levels of the lower classes to just
a little above those into which they were born, rather
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than with seeking radical social transformation’ (189).
Ar deireadh thiar thall, agus mar is 1éir 6n saothar seo
ainneoin nach maitear é go sonrach, ta ceist slini na
teanga fite fuaite le ceist slint phobal na Gaeltachta.
Is cinnte go mbeidh rél lirnach ag an scolaiocht in
athréimnid teanga ar bith a tharléidh amach anseo,
ach is snimh in aghaidh easa a bheidh ann gan mér-
athruithe socheacnamaiochta a chur i bhfeidhm las-
muigh de gheatai na scoile.

Cé go bhfuil nios mé botin clé ann nd mar a
bheifed ag suil leis i leabhar acaduil, is saothar taighde
tdbhachtach é an leabhar seo. Diol suntais a bheas
ann déibh sitd gur spéis leo cds na scolaiochta Gael-
tachta agus Gaeilge, cds na teanga tri chéile, agus, go
deimhin, stair na hEireann san thichit haois.

Kerron O Luain
Ollscoil Chathair Bhaile Atha Cliath
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